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GAME CHARACTERISTICS

Beach Volleyball is a sport played by two
teams of two players each on a sand court
divided by a net. There are different ver-
sions available for specific circumstances
in order to offer the versatility of the game
to everyone.

The object of the game is to send the ball
over the net in order to ground it on the
opponent's court, and to prevent the same
effort by the opponent.

The team has three hits for returning the
ball (including the block touch).

The ball is put in play with a service: hit
by the server over the net to the oppo-
nents. The rally continues until the ball is
grounded on the playing court, goes "out"
or a team fails to return it properly.

In Beach Volleyball, the team winning a
rally scores a point (Rally Point System).
When the receiving team wins a rally, it
gains a point and the right to serve. The
serving player must be alternated every
time this occurs.

 – , 
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Chapter I  I

FACILITIES
AND EQUIPMENT
1     PLAYING AREA (Diagram 1) 1      (  1)

The playing area includes the play-
ing court and the free zone. .

1.1    DIMENSIONS 1.1    

1.1.1 The playing court is a rectangle
measuring 16 x 8 m, surrounded by
a free zone with a minimum of 3 m
wide and with a space free from any
obstruction up to a height of a min-
imum of 7 m from the playing sur-
face.

1.1.1 -
 16 

8 , 
 3 . 

 7 .

1.1.2 For FIVB World Competitions,
the playing court is a rectangle
measuring 16 x 8 m, surrounded
by a free zone with a minimum of
5m and a maximum of 6m from
the end lines/side lines and with a
space free from any obstruction
up to a minimum height of 12.5 m
from the playing surface.

1.1.2

 16  8 , 
-

 5  6 -
. 

12,5 .
1.2    PLAYING SURFACE 1.2    

1.2.1 The terrain must be composed of
leveled sand, as flat and uniform as
possible, free of rocks, shells and
anything else, which can represent
risks of cuts or injuries to the play-
ers.

1.2.1 -
-

, 
, -

, , 
, -

.

1.2.2 For FIVB World Competitions the
sand must be at least 40 cm deep
and composed of fine loosely
compacted grains.

1.2.2

 40 ,
, .

1.2.3 The playing surface must not pre-
sent any danger of injury to the
players.

1.2.3

.

1.2.4 For FIVB World Competitions the
sand should also be sifted to an
acceptable size not too coarse, free

1.2.4
-

, 
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of stones and dangerous particles.
It should not be too fine to cause
dust and stick to the skin.

, 
. 

, 

.
1.2.5 For FIVB World Competitions a

tarp to cover the central court is
recommended in case of rain.

1.2.5 -

-
.

1.3    LINES ON THE COURT 1.3    

1.3.1 Two sidelines and two end lines
mark the playing court. Both side
and end lines are placed inside the
dimensions of the playing court.

1.3.1
. 

, 
.

1.3.2 There is NO centerline. 1.3.2 .
1.3.3 All lines are 5-8 cm wide. 1.3.3  5-8 .

1.3.4 The lines must be of a color, which
contrasts sharply with the color of
the sand.

1.3.4

.
1.3.5 Court lines should be ribbons made

of a resistant material, and any ex-
posed anchors should be of a soft,
flexible material.

1.3.5 -
, 

. -

, .

1.4    SERVICE ZONE 1.4    

The service zone is the area behind
the end line and between the exten-
sions of the two sidelines. In depth,
the service zone extends to the end
of the free zone.

 – -

. -
 – .

1.5     WEATHER 1.5    

The weather must not present any
danger of injury to the players

-
-

.

1.6    LIGHTING 1.6    

For official international competi-
tions played during the night, the
lighting on the playing area
should be 1,000 to 1,500 lux
measured at 1m above the playing
surface.

-
, -

, ,
 1 

, 
 1000  1500 .
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For FIVB World Competitions,
the technical supervisor, the refe-
ree delegate, and the tournament
director shall decide if any of the
above conditions present any dan-
ger of injury to the players.

, -

, -
-

.

2     NET AND POSTS (Diagram 2) 2      (  2)

2.1    NET 2.1    

The net is 8.5 m long and 1 m (+/-
3 cm) wide when it is hung taut,
placed vertically over the axis of
the center of the court.

 8,5  1 
(± 3 ) -

-
.

It is made of 10 cm square mesh.
At its top and bottom there are two
7-10 cm wide horizontal bands
made of two-fold canvas, prefera-
bly in dark blue or bright colors,
sewn along its full length. Each ex-
tremity of the upper band has a
hole through which passes a cord
fastening the upper band to the
posts to keep the top of the net
stretched.

10  10 .  –
 7-

10 , 
-

, 
. -

, 
, 

, 

.
Within the bands, there are: a flex-
ible cable in the upper one and a
cord in the bottom one for fasten-
ing the net to the posts and keeping
its top and bottom taut. It is per-
missible to have advertising on the
horizontal bands of the net.

:  –
,  – , 

. -

.

For FIVB World Competitions an
8.0 m net with smaller meshes and
brandings displayed between the
end sides of the net and the poles
may be used provided that the vi-
sibility of the athletes and officials
will be preserved. Publicity may be
printed on the above items as per
FIVB regulations.

-

 8,0 

-
-

, -
. 

-
.
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2.2    SIDE BANDS 2.2    

Two color bands, 5-8 cm wide
(same width as the court lines) and
1 m long, are fastened vertically to
the net and placed above each side-
line. They are considered part of
the net. Advertising is permitted on
the side bands.

 5-8 
, -

)  1 

-
. -

. -
.

2.3    ANTENNAE 2.3    

An antenna is a flexible rod, 1.8 m
long and 10 mm in diameter. It is
made of fiberglass or similar mate-
rial. Two antennae are fastened to
the outer edge of each side band
and placed on opposite sides of the
net (Diagram 2).

 1,8 
10 . 

. -

-
 (  2).

The top 80 cm of each antenna ex-
tend above the net and are marked
with 10 cm stripes of contrasting
colors, preferably red and white.

 80 , -
 10 

, 
.

The antennae are considered part
of the net and laterally delimit the
crossing space (Diagram 3, Rule
14.1.1).

 (  3,  14.1.1).

2.4    HEIGHT OF THE NET 2.4    

The height of the net shall be 2.43
m for men and 2.24 m for women.

 – 2,43 
 – 2,24 .

Commentary: The height of the net
may be varied for specific age
groups as follows:

: 
-

:
Age Groups Females Males
16 years and under 2.24 m 2.24 m 16  2,24  2,24 
14 years and under 2.12 m 2.12 m 14  2,12  2,12 
12 years and under 2.00 m 2.00 m 12  2,00  2,00 

It is measured from the center of the
playing court with a measuring rod.
The two ends of the net (over the
side lines) must both be the same
height and may not exceed the offi-
cial height by more than 2 cm.

.  ( -
) 

, 

 2 .
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2.5    POSTS 2.5    

The posts supporting the net must
be rounded and smooth, with a
height of 2.55 m, preferably adjust-
able. They must be fixed to the
ground at an equal distance of 0.7-1
m from each sideline to the post
padding. Fixing the posts to the
ground by means of wires is forbid-
den. All dangerous or obstructing
devices must be eliminated. Posts
must be padded.

, ,
-

 2,55 , -
. 

-
 0,7-1,0 

.
-

. -

. 

.

2.6    ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT
2.6    
      

All additional equipment is deter-
mined by FIVB regulations. .

3     BALL 3     

3.1    CHARACTERISTICS 3.1    

The ball shall be spherical, made of
a flexible material (leather, syn-
thetic leather, or similar) which
does not absorb humidity, i.e. more
suitable to outdoor conditions since
matches can be played when it is
raining. The ball has a bladder in-
side made of rubber or a similar
material. Approval of synthetic
leather material is determined by
FIVB regulations.

, 
 ( , -

-
), 

, 
, 

. -
, 

. -

.

Color: bright colors (such as orange,
yellow, pink, white, etc.)

:  ( : -
, , , 

.).

Circumference: 66 to 68 cm for
FIVB international competitions

: 66-68 
.

Weight: 260 to 280 g : 260-280 .
Inside pressure: 171 to 221 mbar or
hPa (0.175 to 0.225 Kg/cm2)

: 171-221 
 (0,175-0,225 2).
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3.2    UNIFORMITY OF BALLS 3.2    

All balls used in a match must have
the same characteristics regarding
color, circumference, weight, pres-
sure, type, etc.

, ,
-

, , -
, , , .

Official international competitions
must be played with FIVB ho-
mologated balls.

-
, 

.
3.3    THREE-BALLS SYSTEM 3.3    

For FIVB World Competitions
three balls shall be used. In this
case, six ball retrievers are sta-
tioned at each corner of the free
zone and behind each referee (Di-
agram 6).

-

. -

-
-

 (  6).



Official Beach Volleyball Rules - 15 -

Chapter II  II

PARTICIPANTS
4     TEAMS 4     

4.1    COMPOSITION AND
      REGISTRATION

4.1    
      

4.1.1 A team is composed exclusively of
two players.

4.1.1
.

4.1.2 Only the two players recorded on
the scoresheet may participate in
the match.

4.1.2 , -
, -

.

4.1.3 For FIVB World Competitions,
coaching is not allowed during a
match.

4.1.3 -

.
4.2    CAPTAIN 4.2    

The team captain shall be indicated
on the scoresheet.

-
.

5     PLAYERS' EQUIPMENT 5     

5.1    EQUIPMENT 5.1    

5.1.1 A player’s equipment consists of
shorts or a bathing suit. A jersey or
“tank-top” is optional except when
specified in Tournament Regula-
tions. Players may wear a hat.

5.1.1
. 

, -
, -

. 
.

5.1.2 For FIVB World Competitions
players of a given team must wear
uniforms of the same color and
style according to tournament
regulations.

5.1.2 -
-

-
.

5.1.3 Player’s uniforms must be clean. 5.1.3 -
, .

5.1.4 Players must play barefoot except
when authorized by the referees.

5.1.4 ,
.

5.1.5 Player’s jerseys (or shorts if players
are allowed to play without shirt)
must be numbered 1 and 2. The
number must be placed on the chest
(or on the front of the shorts).

5.1.5  ( , 
)

 1  2. 
 (

).
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5.1.6 The numbers must be of a contrast-
ing color to the jerseys and a mini-
mum of 10 cm in height. The stripe
forming the numbers shall be a min-
imum of 1.5 cm wide.

5.1.6
, -

 10 . , -
, -

 1,5 .

5.2    AUTHORIZED CHANGES 5.2    

5.2.1 If both teams arrive at a match
dressed in jerseys of the same color,
a coin toss shall be conducted to de-
termine which team shall change.

5.2.1
,

, 
.

5.2.2 The first referee may authorize one
or more players:

5.2.2 -
:

a) to play with socks and/or shoes, ) ;

b) to change wet jerseys between sets
provided that the new ones also fol-
low tournament and FIVB regula-
tions (Rules 5.1.5 and 5.1.6 above).

) 
, , 

-
 (  5.1.5

 5.1.6).
5.2.3 If requested by a player, the first

referee may authorize him to play
with undershirts and training pants.

5.2.3 -

.

5.3    FORBIDDEN OBJECTS AND
      UNIFORMS

5.3    
      

5.3.1 It is forbidden to wear any object
that may cause an injury to a player,
such as pins, bracelets, casts, etc.

5.3.1 -
, -
, : , ,

.

5.3.2 Players may wear glasses at their
own risk.

5.3.2
.

5.3.3 It is forbidden to wear uniforms
without official numbers (Rules
5.1.5 and 5.1.6 above).

5.3.3 -
 (  5.1.5 

5.1.6).

6     RIGHTS AND
      RESPONSIBILITIES
      OF THE PARTICIPANTS

6     
      
      

6.1    BOTH PLAYERS 6.1    

6.1.1 Participants must know the Official
Beach Volleyball Rules and abide
by them.

6.1.1 -
-

.
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6.1.2 Participants must accept referees’
decisions with respectful conduct,
without disputing them. In case of
doubt, clarification may be requested.

6.1.2

. 
-

.
6.1.3 Participants must behave respect-

fully and courteously in the spirit of
FAIR PLAY, not only towards the
referees, but also towards other of-
ficials, their teammate, the oppo-
nents, and spectators.

6.1.3 -
-
-

, 
, -

, .
6.1.4 Participants must refrain from ac-

tions or attitudes aimed at influenc-
ing the decisions of the referees or
covering up faults committed by
their team.

6.1.4
, -

 – 
, 

.

6.1.5 Participants must refrain from ac-
tions aimed at delaying the game.

6.1.5
, -

.
6.1.6 Communication between team mem-

bers during the match is permitted.
6.1.6

.
6.1.7 During the match, both players are

authorized to speak to the referees
while the ball is out of play (Rule
6.1.2) in the 3 following cases:

6.1.7 , 
, -

 (
6.1.2) :

a) To ask for an explanation on the ap-
plication or interpretation of the Rules.
If the explanation does not satisfy the
players, either one must immediately
indicate to the first referee their wish
to institute a Protest Protocol.

) 
. 

-
, -

.
b) To ask authorization: ) :

• to change uniforms or equipment, • ,

• to verify the number of the serv-
ing player,

• -
,

• to check the net, the ball, the sur-
face etc.,

• , , 
.,

• to realign a court line. • .
c) To request time-outs (Rule 19.3). )  (

 19.3).
Note: the players must have au-
thorization from the referee to leave
the playing area.

: -
, -

.
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6.1.8 At the end of the match: 6.1.8 :
a) Both players thank the referees and

the opponents.
) 

;
b) If either player previously requested

a Protest Protocol to the first refe-
ree, he/she has the right to confirm
it as a protest, having it recorded on
the scoresheet (Rule 6.1.7 a)
above).

) -
-

, 
-

, -
 (  6.1.7 ).

6.2    CAPTAIN 6.2    

6.2.1 Prior to the match, the team captain: 6.2.1 :
a) Signs the scoresheet. ) ;

b) Represents his/her team in the coin
toss.

) 
.

6.2.2 At the end of the match, the team
captain verifies the results by sign-
ing the scoresheet.

6.2.2 -
, -

.

6.3    LOCATION OF PARTICIPANTS
      (Diagram 1)

6.3    
      (  1)

The player’s chairs must be 5 m
from the sideline, and no closer
than 3 m from the scorer’s table.

 5 
 3 .
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Chapter III  III

POINT, SET AND MATCH
WINNER

,

7     SCORING SYSTEM 7     

7.1    TO WIN A MATCH 7.1    

7.1.1 The match is won by the team that
wins two sets.

7.1.1 -
, .

7.1.2 In the case of a 1-1 tie, the deciding
set (the 3rd) is played to 15 points
with a minimum lead of 2 points.

7.1.2  1-1, -
 ( ) 

 15 -
 2 .

7.2    TO WIN A SET 7.2    

7.2.1 A set (except the deciding 3rd set)
is won by the team that first scores
21 points with a minimum lead of
two points. In the case of a 20-20
tie, play is continued until a two-
point lead is reached (22-20, 23-21
etc).

7.2.1  ( -
) 

, 
21 , , 

, . -
 20-20, 

 (22-20, 23-21 . .).
7.2.2 The deciding set is played accord-

ing to Rule 7.1.2 above.
7.2.2 -

 7.1.2.

7.3    TO WIN A RALLY 7.3    

Whenever a team fails in its service
or fails to return the ball, or com-
mits any other fault, the opposing
team wins the rally, with one of the
following consequences:

, -
, -

-
:

7.3.1 If the opposing team served, it
scores a point and continues to
serve.

7.3.1 ,

.
7.3.2 If the opposing team received the

service, it gains the right to serve
and also scores a point.

7.3.2
, -

.

7.4    DEFAULT AND INCOMPLETE
      TEAM

7.4    
      

7.4.1 If a team refuses to play after being
summoned to do so, it is declared in

7.4.1
, 
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default and forfeits the match with
the result 0-2 for the match and 0-
21, 0-21 for the sets.

-
 0-2 

 0-21, 0-21 .
7.4.2 A team that does not appear on the

playing court on time is declared in
default with the same result as in
Rule 7.4.1 above.

7.4.2 , -
, 

,
 7.4.1.

For FIVB World Competitions
whenever the Pool Play format is
implemented, Rules 7.4.1 and 7.4.2
above may be subject to modifica-
tions as stated at the Specific Com-
petition Regulations in due time is-
sued by the FIVB, establishing the
modality to be followed for treating
the forfeit cases.

,

, 
,  7.4.1  7.4.2 

-
, 

, -
, -

-
.

7.4.3 A team declared incomplete for the
set or for the match loses the set or
the match (Rule 9.1). The opposing
team is given the points, or the
points and the sets needed to win
the set or the match. The incom-
plete team keeps its points and sets.

7.4.3 , 
, 

 (  9.1).
,

, 

. 
.
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Chapter IV  IV

PREPARATION
OF THE MATCH,
STRUCTURE OF PLAY

,

8     PREPARATION
      OF THE MATCH

8     
      

8.1    COIN TOSS 8.1    

Before the official warm up, the
first referee conducts the coin toss
in the presence of the team captains,
where appropriate. The winner of
the coin toss chooses:

-

,
.

:
a) Either the right to serve or receive

the service or
) , -

; 
b) The side of the court ) .

The loser takes the remaining
choice.

-
.

In the second set the loser of the
coin toss in the first set will have
the choice of a) or b).

-
-

) ).

A new coin toss will be conducted
for the deciding set. .

8.2    WARM-UP SESSION 8.2    

Prior to the match, if the teams have
previously had another playing
court at their disposal, they will
have a 3-minute warm-up period at
the net; if not, they may have 5 mi-
nutes.

-

, -
 3-

, , -
 5 .

9     TEAM LINE-UP 9     

9.1    PLAYERS 9.1    

Both players of each team (Rule
4.1.1) must always be in play.

 ( -
 4.1.1) 

.
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9.2    SUBSTITUTIONS 9.2    

There are NO substitutions or re-
placement of players.

-
.

10    PLAYERS' POSITIONS 10    

10.1   POSITIONS 10.1   

10.1.1 At the moment the ball is hit by the
server, each team must be within its
own court (except the server).

10.1.1

-
 ( ).

10.1.2 The players are free to position
themselves. There are NO deter-
mined positions on the court.

10.1.2
. 

.
10.1.3 There are NO positional faults. 10.1.3 -

.

10.2   SERVICE ORDER 10.2   

Service order must be maintained
throughout the set (as determined
by the team captain immediately
following the coin toss).

 (
-

) -
.

10.3   SERVICE ORDER FAULT 10.3   

10.3.1 A service order fault is committed
when the service is not made ac-
cording to the service order.

10.3.1 -
, 

.
10.3.2 The scorer must correctly indicate

the service order and correct any in-
correct player.

10.3.2 -
-
-

.
10.3.3 A service order fault is punished by

loss of rally (Rule 12.2.1).
10.3.3 -

 12.2.1).
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Chapter V  V

PLAYING ACTIONS
11    STATES OF PLAY 11    

11.1   BALL IN PLAY 11.1   

The rally begins with the referee’s
whistle. However, the ball is in play
from the service hit.

-
. 

.

11.2   BALL OUT OF PLAY 11.2   

The rally ends with the referee’s
whistle. However, if the whistle is
due to a fault made in play, the ball
is out of play from the moment the
fault was committed (Rule 12.2.2).

. , -
, -

, 

 (  12.2.2).

11.3   BALL "IN" 11.3    « »

The ball is “in” when it touches the
ground of the playing court includ-
ing the boundary lines (Rule 1.3).

 « », 

, -
.

11.4   BALL "OUT" 11.4    « »

The ball is “out” when it:  « », :
a) falls on the ground completely out-

side the boundary lines (without
touching them);

) 

 ( );

b) touches an object outside the court,
the ceiling or a person out of play;

)           
, -

;
c) touches the antennae, ropes, posts

or the net itself outside the side
bands and antennae;

)   , , 

;

d) crosses completely the vertical
plane of the net, totally or even
partly outside the crossing space
during service (Rule 14.1.3, Dia-
gram 3) or the third hit of the team.

) 
-
-

 (
14.1.3,  3) 

.
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12    PLAYING FAULTS 12    

12.1   DEFINITION 12.1   

12.1.1 Any playing action contrary to the
Rules is a playing fault.

12.1.1 , -
, -

.
12.1.2 The referees judge the faults and

determine the penalties according to
these Rules.

12.1.2 -
-

.

12.2   CONSEQUENCE OF A FAULT 12.2   

12.2.1 There is always a penalty for a
fault: the opponents of the team
committing the fault wins the rally
according to Rule 7.3.

12.2.1
: , -

, 
-

 7.3.
12.2.2 If two or more faults are committed

successively, only the first one is
counted.

12.2.2 -
, 

.

12.2.3 If two or more faults are committed
by the two opponents simultane-
ously, a DOUBLE FAULT is
counted and the rally is replayed.

12.2.3 -
, 

-
.

13    PLAYING THE BALL 13    

13.1   TEAM HITS 13.1   

13.1.1 Each team is entitled to a maximum
of three hits for returning the ball
over the net.

13.1.1 -
-

.

13.1.2 These team hits include not only
intentional hits by the player, but
also unintentional contacts with the
ball.

13.1.2
, -

, 

.
13.1.3 A player may not hit the ball two

times consecutively (exceptions, see
Rules: 13.4.3 a), b) and 18.2).

13.1.3
 ( : .

: 13.4.3 ), )  18.2).

13.2   SIMULTANEOUS CONTACTS 13.2   

13.2.1 Two players may touch the ball at
the same moment.

13.2.1 -
.

13.2.2 When two teammates touch the ball
simultaneously, it is counted as two

13.2.2
, , 



Official Beach Volleyball Rules - 25 -

hits (except at blocking, Rule
18.4.2).

 ( :
,  18.4.2).

If two teammates reach for the ball
but only one player touches it, one
hit is counted.

-
, -

, 
.

If players collide, no fault is com-
mitted.

, 
.

13.2.3 If there are simultaneous contacts
by the two opponents over the net
and the ball remains in play, the
team receiving the ball is entitled to
another three hits. If such a ball
goes “out”, it is the fault of the team
on the opposite side.

13.2.3 -
-
,

.

», -
, -

.
If simultaneous contacts by the two
opponents over the net lead to a
“held ball”, it is NOT considered a
fault.

-

 « »,
.

13.3   ASSISTED HIT 13.3   

Within the playing area, a player is
not permitted to take support from a
teammate or any structure/object in
order to reach the ball. However,
the player who is about to commit a
fault (touch the net or interfere with
an opponent, etc.) may be stopped
or held back by a teammate.

-

, -
. , -

 (
.), -

.

13.4   CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HIT 13.4   

13.4.1 The ball may touch any part of the
body.

13.4.1
.

13.4.2 The ball must be hit, not caught or
thrown. It can rebound in any direc-
tion.

13.4.2
. 

.

Exceptions: :
a) In defensive action of a hard driven

ball. In this case, the ball can be
held momentarily overhand with the
fingers.

) 
. 

-

.
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b) If simultaneous contacts by the two
opponents leads to a “held ball”.

) -

 « ».
13.4.3 The ball may touch various parts of

the body, only if the contacts take
place simultaneously.

13.4.3 -
, 

.

Exceptions: :
a) At blocking, consecutive contacts

(Rule 18.4.2) by one or more block-
ers are authorized, provided that
they occur during one action.

)         

-
, -

.

b) At the first hit of the team, unless it
is played overhand using fingers
(exception Rule 13.4.2 a), the ball
may contact various parts of the
body consecutively, provided that
the contacts occur during one ac-
tion.

)     ,  

:  13.4.2 ), 

,
-

.

13.5   FAULTS AT PLAYING THE BALL 13.5   

13.5.1 FOUR HITS: a team hits the ball
four times before returning it (Rule
13.1.1).

13.5.1 : -
, 

 (  13.1.1).
13.5.2 ASSISTED HIT: a player takes

support from a teammate or any
structure/object in order to reach the
ball within the playing area (Rule
13.3).

13.5.2 : -
-
-

, 
 13.3).

13.5.3 HELD BALL: a player does not hit
the ball (Rule 13.4.2) unless when
in defensive action of a hard driven
ball (Rule 13.4.2 a) or when simul-
taneous contacts by the two oppo-
nents over the net lead to a momen-
tary “held ball” (Rule 13.4.2 b).

13.5.3 : -
 (  13.4.2), -

: -

 13.4.2 a) , -

 « -
» (  13.4.2 ).

13.5.4 DOUBLE CONTACT: a player
hits the ball twice in succession or
the ball touches various parts of
his/her body successively (Rule
13.1.3, 13.4.3).

13.5.4 : 

13.1.3, 13.4.3).
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14    BALL AT NET 14    

14.1   BALL CROSSING THE NET 14.1   

14.1.1 The ball sent to the opponent’s
court must go over the net within
the crossing space (Diagram 3). The
crossing space is the part of the ver-
tical plane of the net limited as fol-
lows:

14.1.1 , -
, 

 ( -
 3).  – 

, -
:

a) below, by the top of the net, ) : ;
b) at the sides, by the antennae and

their imaginary extension,
) : 

;
c) above, by a ceiling or structure (if

any).
) : 

 ( ).
14.1.2 The ball that has crossed the verti-

cal plane of the net to the oppo-
nent’s free zone (Rule 15) totally or
partly outside of the crossing space,
may be played back within the team
hits provided that:

14.1.2 , 

 (  15) 

, 
-

, :

• The ball when played back
crosses the vertical plane of the
net again outside, or partly out-
side, the crossing space on the
same side of the court.

•

.

The opposing team may not prevent
such action.

-
.

14.1.3 The ball is “out” when it crosses
completely the lower space under
the net (Diagram 3).

14.1.3  « », -
-

 3).

14.1.4 A player, however, may enter the
opponents’ court in order to play
the ball before it crosses completely
the lower space or passes outside
the crossing space (Rule 15.2).

14.1.4 , , 
, -

, 

-
 (  15.2).

14.2   BALL TOUCHING THE NET 14.2   , 

While crossing the net (Rule 14.1.1
above), the ball may touch the net.

 (
14.1.1) .
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14.3   BALL IN THE NET 14.3   

14.3.1 A ball driven into the net may be
recovered within the limits of the
three team hits.

14.3.1 , , 
-

.

14.3.2 If the ball rips the mesh of the net
or tears it down, the rally is can-
celled and replayed.

14.3.2
, 

.

15    PLAYER AT THE NET 15    

Each team must play within its own
court and playing space. The ball
may, however, be retrieved from
beyond the free zone.

. 
, -

.

15.1   REACHING BEYOND THE NET 15.1   

15.1.1 In blocking, a blocker may touch
the ball beyond the net, provided
that he/she does not interfere with
the opponent’s play, before or dur-
ing the latter’s attack-hit (Rule
18.3).

15.1.1

, 

 (  18.3).
15.1.2 A player is permitted to pass his/her

hand beyond the net after his/her at-
tack-hit, provided that his/her con-
tact has been made within his/her
own playing space.

15.1.2

,
-
-

.

15.2   PENETRATION INTO
      THE OPPONENT'S SPACE,
      COURT, AND/OR FREE ZONE

15.2   
      ,
      
      

A player may enter into the oppo-
nent’s space, court and/or free zone,
provided that this does not interfere
with the opponent’s play.

-
, 

, -
.

15.3   CONTACT WITH THE NET 15.3   

15.3.1 Contact with the net by a player is
not a fault, unless it is made during
the action of playing the ball, or it
interferes with the play. Incidental
contact of the hair is never a fault.

15.3.1
, , 

-
.

.
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Some actions of playing the ball
may include actions in which the
players do not actually touch the
ball.

-
, -

-
.

15.3.2 Once the player has hit the ball,
he/she may touch the post, rope or
any other object outside the total
length of the net provided that this
action does not interfere with play.

15.3.2 , 
, -

, 
-

, -
.

15.3.3 When the ball is driven into the net
and causes it to touch an opponent,
no fault is committed.

15.3.3 , 
-

, .

15.4   PLAYER'S FAULTS AT THE NET 15.4   

15.4.1 A player touches the ball or an op-
ponent in the opponent’s space be-
fore or during the opponent’s attack
hit (Rule 15.1.1).

15.4.1

 15.1.1).

15.4.2 A player penetrates into the oppo-
nent’s space, court and /or free zone
interfering with the latter’s play
(Rule 15.2).

15.4.2 , 

, 
 15.2).

15.4.3 A player touches the net or the an-
tenna during his/her action of play-
ing the ball or interferes with the
play (Rule 15.3.1).

15.4.3

, 
 (  15.3.1).

16    SERVICE 16    

16.1   DEFINITION 16.1   

The service is the act of putting the
ball into play by the correct serving
player who, positioned in the ser-
vice zone, hits the ball with one
hand or arm.

 – -

, , 
, -

.

16.2   FIRST SERVICE IN A SET 16.2   

The first service of a set is executed
by the team determined by the coin
toss (Rule 8.1).

-
, -

 (  8.1).

16.3   SERVICE ORDER 16.3   

After the first service in a set, the
player to serve is determined as fol-
lows:

-
-

:
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a) when the serving team wins the ral-
ly, the player who served before,
serves again.

) 
, , -

, ;
b) when the receiving team wins the

rally, it gains the right to serve and
the player who did not serve last
time will serve.

)           
, -

, 
, -

.

16.4   AUTHORIZATION OF
      THE SERVICE 16.4   

The first referee authorizes the ser-
vice after having checked that the
correct server is in possession of the
ball behind the end line and that the
teams are ready to play (Diagram 8,
fig. 1).

,
, -

, 
, , -

 (  8,  1).

16.5   EXECUTION OF THE SERVICE 16.5   

16.5.1 The server may move freely within
the service zone. At the moment of
the service hit or take-off for a jump
service, the server must not touch
the court (the end line included) nor
the ground outside the zone. His/her
foot may not go under the line. Af-
ter his/her hit, the server may step
or land outside the zone, or inside
the court.

16.5.1
-

. -
-

 ( -
), -
. -

. -
-
-

, .

16.5.2 If the line moves because of the
sand pushed by the server, it is not
considered a fault.

16.5.2
, , 

.
16.5.3 The server must hit the ball within 5

seconds after the first referee whis-
tles for service.

16.5.3
-

, 
.

16.5.4 A service executed before the refe-
ree’s whistle is cancelled and re-
peated.

16.5.4 , 
, -

.

16.5.5 The ball shall be hit with one hand
or any part of the arm after being
tossed or released and before it
touches the playing surface.

16.5.5
-

, 
, ,

.
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16.5.6 If the ball, after having been tossed
or released by the server, lands
without being touched or caught by
the server, it is considered as a ser-
vice.

16.5.6 , 
, -

, -
.

16.5.7 No further service attempt will be
permitted.

16.5.7
.

16.6   SCREENING 16.6   

The teammate of the server must
not prevent either opponent,
through screening, from seeing the
server or the path of the ball. On the
opponent’s request, they must move
sideways (Diagram 4).

. 

 (  4).

16.7   SERVING FAULTS
16.7   
      

The following faults lead to a
change of service. The server: . 

:

a) violates the service order (Rule
16.3),

)  (
 16.3);

b) does not execute the service prop-
erly (Rule 16.5).

) 
 (  16.5).

16.8   SERVING FAULTS AFTER
      HITTING THE BALL

16.8   
      

After the ball has been correctly hit,
the service becomes a fault if the
ball:

, -
, -

, :
a) touches a player of the serving team

or fails to cross the vertical plane of
the net,

) 

,

b) goes “out” (Rule 11.4). )  « » (  11.4).

17    ATTACK HIT 17    

17.1   DEFINITION 17.1   

17.1.1 All actions to direct the ball towards
the opponent except when serving
and blocking, are considered attack-
hits.

17.1.1 , 
-

, -
, 
.
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17.1.2 An attack-hit is completed the mo-
ment the ball completely crosses the
vertical plane of the net or is
touched by the blocker.

17.1.2 -
, 

-
-

.
17.1.3 Any player may carry out an attack-

hit at any height, provided that
his/her contact with the ball has
been made within the player’s own
playing space (except Rule 17.2.4
below).

17.1.3 -

, 
-

 ( -
:  17.2.4).

17.2   ATTACK-HIT FAULTS
17.2   
      

17.2.1 A player hits the ball within the
playing space of the opposing team
(Rule 15.1.2).

17.2.1 -

 15.1.2).

17.2.2 A player hits the ball “out” (Rule
11.4).

17.2.2  « » ( -
 11.4).

17.2.3 A player completes an attack-hit
using an “open-handed tip or dink”
directing the ball with the fingers.

17.2.3 ,

, -
.

17.2.4 A player completes an attack-hit on
the opponent’s service, when the
ball is entirely above the top of the
net.

17.2.4
-

, -
.

17.2.5 A player completes an attack-hit
using an overhand pass, which has a
trajectory not perpendicular to the
line of the shoulders, except when
setting his or her teammate.

17.2.5 ,
-

, 
,

, -

.

18    BLOCK 18    

18.1   DEFINITION 18.1   

Blocking is the action of players
close to the net to intercept the ball
coming from the opponent by
reaching higher than the top of the
net (Diagram 5).

 – -
-

, , -

 (  5).
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18.2   HITS BY THE BLOCKER 18.2   

The first hit after the block may be
executed by any player, including
the one who has touched the ball at
the block.

,
, 

.

18.3   BLOCK WITHIN THE
      OPPONENT'S SPACE

18.3   
      

In blocking, the player may place
his/her hands and arms beyond the
net provided that his/her action does
not interfere with the opponent’s
play. Thus, it is not permitted to
touch the ball beyond the net until
the opponent has executed an at-
tack-hit.

-

, 
-

. , -

, 
.

18.4   BLOCKING CONTACT 18.4   

18.4.1 A blocking contact is counted as a
team hit. The blocking team will
have only two more hits after a
blocking contact.

18.4.1
. 

-
-

.

18.4.2 Consecutive (quick and continuous)
contacts may occur by one or more
blockers provided that the contacts
are made during one action. These
are counted as only one team hit
(Rule 18.4.1 above).

18.4.2  ( -
) 

-
, -

.
-

 (
18.4.1).

18.4.3 These contacts may occur with any
part of the body.

18.4.3 -
.

18.5   BLOCKING FAULTS 18.5   

18.5.1 The blocker touches the ball in the
opponent’s space either before or
simultaneously with the opponent’s
attack-hit (Rule 18.3, above).

18.5.1 -
-
-

 (  18.3).
18.5.2 A player blocks the ball in the oppo-

nent’s space from outside the antenna.
18.5.2 -

.
18.5.3 A player blocks the opponent’s ser-

vice.
18.5.3 .

18.5.4 The ball is sent “out” off the block. 18.5.4  « ».
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Chapter VI  VI

TIME-OUT AND DELAY
19    TIME-OUTS 19    

19.1   DEFINITION 19.1   

A Time-out is a regular game inter-
ruption and it lasts for 30 seconds.

 – -
 30 .

For FIVB World Competitions, in
sets 1 and 2, one additional 30
second Technical Time-out is au-
tomatically allocated when the
sum of the points scored by the
teams equals 21 points.

-
 1-  2- -

-
 30 

-
, 

 21.
19.2   NUMBER OF TIME-OUTS 19.2   

Each team is entitled to a maximum
of one time-out per set. .

19.3   REQUESTS FOR TIME-OUT 19.3   

Time-outs may be requested by the
players only when the ball is out of
play and before the whistle for ser-
vice, by showing the corresponding
hand signal (Diagram 8, fig. 4).
Time-outs may follow one another
with no need to resume the game.

-
, 

, -
, 

 (  8, . 4). 

.
The players must have authorization
from referees to leave the playing
area.

-
, 

.

19.4   IMPROPER REQUESTS 19.4   

Among others, it is improper to re-
quest a time-out:

, -
:

a) during a rally or at the moment of,
or after the whistle to serve (Rule
19.3 above),

) ,  
-

 (  19.3);

b) after having exhausted the authorized
time-out (Rule 19.2 above). Any im-
proper request that does not affect or
delay the game shall be rejected
without any sanction unless repeated
in the same set (Rule 20.1 b).

)   
 (  19.2). 

, 

, -
, 
 (  20.1 ).
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20    DELAYS TO THE GAME 20    

20.1   TYPES OF DELAY 20.1   

An improper action of a team that
defers the resumption of the game is
a delay and includes, among others:

,

, , 
, -
:

a) prolonging time-outs, after having
been instructed to resume the game,

) 
;

b) repeating an improper request in the
same set (Rule 19.4),

) 
 (  19.4);

c) delaying the game (12 seconds shall
be the maximum time from the end
of a rally to the whistle for service
under normal playing conditions).

)  (

 12 ).

20.2   SANCTIONS FOR DELAYS 20.2   

20.2.1 The first delay by a team in a set is
sanctioned with a DELAY WARN-
ING.

20.2.1 , -
, 

.

20.2.2 The second and subsequent delays
of any type by the same team in the
same set constitute a fault and are
sanctioned with a DELAY PEN-
ALTY: loss of a rally.

20.2.2
, -

, -
-
-

: .

21    EXCEPTIONAL GAME
      INTERRUPTIONS

21    
      

21.1   INJURY 21.1   

21.1.1 Should a serious accident occur
while the ball is in play, the referee
must stop the game immediately.

21.1.1
, 

, -
.

The rally is then replayed. .
21.1.2 An injured player is given a maxi-

mum of 5-minutes recovery time
one time a match. The referee must
authorize the properly accredited
medical staff to enter the playing
court to attend the player. Only the

21.1.2 -
 5 

.
-

, -
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referee may authorize that a player
may leave the playing area without
penalty. At the conclusion of the 5-
minute recovery, the referee will
whistle and request the player to
continue. At this time, only the
player can judge whether he/she is
fit to play.

. 

. -
-

 5 

. 
, 

.
If the player does not recover or re-
turn to the playing area at the con-
clusion of the recovery time, his/her
team is declared incomplete (Rules
7.4.3, 9.1).

-
-

, -
 (

7.4.3, 9.1).
In extreme cases, the doctor of the
competition and the technical su-
pervisor can oppose the return of an
injured player.

-
-

.

Note: the recovery time will begin
when the properly accredited medi-
cal staff member(s) of the competi-
tion arrives at the playing court to
attend to the player. In the event
that no accredited medical staff is
available, the time will begin from
the moment the recovery time was
authorized by the referee.

: -
, -

) -
-

. , 
-

, -

, -
.

21.2   EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE 21.2   

If there is an external interference
during the game, play has to be
stopped and the rally replayed.

, 
.

21.3   PROLONGED INTERRUPTION
21.3   
      

If unforeseen circumstances inter-
rupt the match, the first referee, the
organizer and the Control Commit-
tee, if there is one, shall decide the
measures to be taken to re-establish
normal conditions.

-
, ,

-
, , 

, 

.
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21.3.1 Should one or several interruptions
occur not exceeding 4 hours in to-
tal, the match is resumed with the
score acquired, regardless of
whether it continues on the same
court or another court.

21.3.1 -
, -

 4 , -
-

, , 
.

21.3.2 Should one or several interruptions
occur, exceeding 4 hours in total,
the whole match shall be replayed.

21.3.2 -
, -

 4 , 
.

22    COURT SWITCHES
      AND INTERVALS

22    
      

22.1   COURT SWITCHES 22.1   

22.1.1 The teams switch after every 7
points (Set 1 and 2) and 5 points
(Set 3) played.

-
 7  (  1  2)  5 

 3) -
.

22.2   INTERVALS 22.2   

22.2.1 The interval between each set lasts
1 minute.

22.2.1
.

During the interval before a decid-
ing set, the first referee carries out a
coin toss in accordance with Rule
8.1.

-
-

 8.1.
22.2.2 During court switches (Rule 22.1

above) the teams must change im-
mediately without delay.

22.2.2  (
22.1) 

-
.

22.2.3 If the court switch is not made at
the proper time, it will take place as
soon as the error is noticed.

22.2.3
, 

, 
.

The score at the time that the court
switch is made remains the same.

, 
, -

.
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Chapter VII  VII

MISCONDUCT

23    MISCONDUCT
23    
      

Incorrect conduct by a team mem-
ber towards officials, opponents,
their teammate or spectators is clas-
sified in four categories according
to the degree of the offense.

-
-

, , 
-

.

23.1   CATEGORIES 23.1   

23.1.1 Unsportsmanlike conduct: argu-
mentation, intimidation, etc.

23.1.1 : ,
.

23.1.2 Rude conduct: acting contrary to
good manners or moral principles,
expressing contempt.

23.1.2 : -
-

, .
23.1.3 Offensive conduct: defamatory or

insulting words or gestures.
23.1.3 : -

.

23.1.4 Aggression: physical attack or in-
tended aggression.

23.1.4 :
.

23.2   SANCTIONS 23.2   

Depending on the degree of the in-
correct conduct, according to the
judgment of the first referee, the
sanctions to be applied are (they
must be recorded on the scoresheet):

-

 (
):

23.2.1 MISCONDUCT WARNING: for
unsportsmanlike conduct, no sanc-
tion is given but the team member
concerned is warned against repeti-
tion in the same set.

23.2.1 -
:

, 

-
.

23.2.2 MISCONDUCT PENALTY: for
rude conduct or repeated unsports-
manlike conduct, the team is sanc-
tioned with the loss of a rally.

23.2.2 -
: -

-
,

.
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23.2.3 EXPULSION: repeated rude con-
duct or offensive conduct, is sanc-
tioned by expulsion. The team
member who is sanctioned with ex-
pulsion must leave the playing area
and their team is declared incom-
plete for the set (Rules 7.4.3, 9.1).

23.2.3 :
-

– . , -
, -
, 

 (  7.4.3, 9.1).

23.2.4 DISQUALIFICATION: for ag-
gression, the player must leave the
playing area and his/her team is de-
clared incomplete for the match
(Rule 7.4.3, 9.1).

23.2.4 : -
-

, -
 (

7.4.3, 9.1).

23.3   SANCTION SCALE (DIAGRAM 7) 23.3    (  7)

MISCONDUCT is sanctioned as
shown in the sanction scale (Dia-
gram 7).

, -
 (  7).

A player may receive more than one
MISCONDUCT PENALTY in a
set. .

Sanctions are cumulative in nature
only within an individual set.

-

-
.

DISQUALIFICATION due to ag-
gression does not require a prior
sanction.

-
.

23.4   MISCONDUCT BEFORE AND
      BETWEEN SETS

23.4   
      

Any misconduct occurring before or
between sets is sanctioned accord-
ing to (Diagram 7) and the sanction
is applied in the following set.

,
-

, 

 7) 
.
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Chapter VIII  VIII

REFEREEING CORPS
AND PROCEDURES
24    REFEREEING CORPS AND
      PROCEDURES

24    
      

24.1   COMPOSITION 24.1   

The refereeing corps for a match is
composed of the following officials: :

• the first referee • ;

• the second referee • ;

• the scorer • ;

• four (two) linejudges •  ( ) .
Their location is shown in Diagram 6.  6.

24.2   PROCEDURES 24.2   

24.2.1 Only the first and second referees
may blow a whistle during the
match:

24.2.1 -
:

a) the first referee gives the signal for
the service that begins the rally,

) ,
;

b) provided that they are sure that a
fault has been committed and they
have identified its nature, the first
and second referees signal the end
of the rally.

)   ,        

, 
-

.

24.2.2 They may blow the whistle during
an interruption of play to indicate
that they authorize or reject a team
request.

24.2.2
, ,

-
.

24.2.3 Immediately after the referee blows
the whistle to signal the end of the
rally, they have to indicate with the
official hand signals (Rule 29.1):

24.2.3 ,
-

, -
 (  29.1):

a) the team to serve, ) , 
;

b) the nature of the fault (when neces-
sary),

)  ( );

c) the player at fault (when necessary). ) ,  (
).
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25    FIRST REFEREE 25    

25.1   LOCATION 25.1   

The first referee carries out his/her
functions seated or standing on a re-
feree’s stand located at one end of
the net. His/her view must be ap-
proximately 50 cm above the net
(Diagram 6).

-
, -

, -
. 

 50  (  6).

25.2   AUTHORITY 25.2   

25.2.1 The first referee directs the match
from the start until the end. The
first referee has authority over all
officials and team members.

25.2.1
. 

.

During the match, the first referee’s
decisions are final. He/she is au-
thorized to overrule the decisions of
other officials, if he/she judges that
the latter are mistaken.

.
-

, -
, .

The first referee may replace offi-
cials who are not performing their
functions properly.

, 
.

25.2.2 The first referee also supervises the
work of the ball retrievers.

25.2.2
.

25.2.3 The first referee has the power to
decide on any matters involving the
game, including those not provided
for in the Rules.

25.2.3
, ,

, -
.

25.2.4 The first referee shall not permit
any discussion about his/her deci-
sions. However, at the request of a
player, the first referee will give an
explanation on the application or in-
terpretation of the rules upon which
he/she has based his/her decision.

25.2.4
-

. -

, 
.

If the player disagrees with the ex-
planation and formally protests, the
1st referee must authorize the com-
mencement of a Protest Protocol.

-

, -
.

25.2.5 The first referee is responsible for
determining before and during the
match whether the playing area and
the conditions meet playing re-
quirements.

25.2.5 ,

 – -
.
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25.3   RESPONSIBILITIES 25.3   

25.3.1 Prior to the match, the first referee: 25.3.1 :

a) inspects the conditions of the playing
area, the ball and other equipment,

) ,
;

b) performs the coin toss with the team
captains,

) 
;

c) controls the teams’ warming-up. ) .
25.3.2 During the match, only the first re-

feree is authorized:
25.3.2 -

:
a) to sanction misconduct and delays, ) 

;
b) to decide upon: ) :

• the faults of the server, • ,

• the screen of the serving team, • ,

• the faults in playing the ball, • ,

• the faults above the net and at its
upper part.

•
.

25.3.3 At the end of the match, he/she
checks the scoresheet and signs it.

25.3.3 -
.

26    SECOND REFEREE 26    

26.1   LOCATION 26.1   

The second referee performs his/her
functions standing at the post out-
side the playing court on the oppo-
site side of and facing the first refe-
ree (Diagram 6).

-
, 

-

 (  6).

26.2   AUTHORITY 26.2   

26.2.1 The second referee is the assistant
of the first referee, but has also
his/her own range of jurisdiction
(Rule 26.3 below). Should the first
referee be unable to continue offici-
ating, the second referee may re-
place him/her.

26.2.1
, 

 26.3). 
-
,

.
26.2.2 The second referee may, without

whistling, also signal faults outside
his/her jurisdiction, but must not
persist in such signals to the first re-
feree.

26.2.2

-
, 

.
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26.2.3 The second referee supervises the
work of the scorer.

26.2.3
.

26.2.4 The second referee authorizes the
time-outs and court switches, con-
trols the duration of such and rejects
improper requests.

26.2.4
, 

-
.

26.2.5 The second referee checks the num-
ber of time-outs used by each team
and reports to the first referee and
the players concerned after comple-
tion of their time-out in each appli-
cable set.

26.2.5 -
, -

, 
-
-
-

.
26.2.6 In the case of an injury of a player,

the second referee authorizes recov-
ery time (Rule 21.1.2).

26.2.6 -
-

 21.1.2).
26.2.7 The second referee checks during

the match that the balls still meet
the requirements of the regulations.

26.2.7 -
, -

.

26.3   RESPONSIBILITIES 26.3   

26.3.1 During the match, the second refe-
ree decides, whistles and signals:

26.3.1 -
, -
:

a) the contact of the player with the
lower part of the net and the an-
tenna on the second referee’s side
of the court (Rule 15.3.1),

) -

 (
 15.3.1);

b) interference due to penetration into
the opponent’s court and space un-
der the net (Rule 15.2),

) 

 (  15.2);
c) the ball that crosses the net outside

the crossing space or touches the
antenna on their side of the court
(Rule 11.4),

) -

 (  11.4);
d) the contact of the ball with an out-

side object (Rule 11.4).
) 

 (  11.4).
26.3.2 At the end of the match, he/she

signs the scoresheet.
26.3.2 -

.
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27    SCORER 27    

27.1   LOCATION 27.1   

The scorer performs his/her func-
tions seated at the scorer’s table on
the opposite side of and facing the
first referee (Diagram 6).

-
, 

 (  6).

27.2   RESPONSIBILITIES 27.2   

The scorer fills in the scoresheet ac-
cording to the Rules, in cooperation
with the second referee.

-
, -
.

27.2.1 Prior to the match and set, the scor-
er registers the data of the match
and teams, according to procedures
in force and obtains the signatures
of the captains.

27.2.1
-
-
-

.
27.2.2 During the match, the scorer: 27.2.2 :

a) records the points scored and en-
sures that the scoreboard indicates
the right score,

) ,
-

;
b) monitors the serving order as each

player performs his/her service in
the set,

) ,

;

c) indicates the serving order of each
team by displaying a sign numbered
1 or 2 corresponding to the player
to serve. The scorer indicates any
error to the referees immediately,

)   
, -

 1  2, 
, -

. -

;
d) records the time-outs checking the

number of such, and informs the
second referee,

) , 
, 

;

e) notifies the referees of a request for
time-out that is improper (Rule
19.4),

) -
, -
 (  19.4);

f) announces to the referees the end of
the sets and the court switches.

) 
.

27.2.3 At the end of the match, the scorer: 27.2.3 :

a) records the final result, ) ;

b) signs the scoresheet, obtains the ) , 
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signatures of the team captains and
then the referees, ;

c) in the case of a protest (Rule
6.1.7.a), writes or permits the per-
son concerned to write remarks on
the scoresheet pertaining to the in-
cident being protested.

)       (  6.1.7 )
-
-
-
.

28    LINEJUDGES 28    

28.1   LOCATION 28.1   

28.1.1 It is compulsory to have two line-
judges in official international
matches. They stand at diagonally
opposite corners of the court, at 1 to
2 m from the corner.

28.1.1

. -

 1-2 
.

Each controls both the end line and
sideline on their side (Diagram 6).

, 
-

 (  6).
28.1.2 If four linejudges are used, they

stand in the free zone at 1 to 3 m
from each corner of the court, on
the imaginary extension of the line
that they control (Diagram 6).

28.1.2
, 

1-3 -

, 
 6).

28.2   RESPONSIBILITIES 28.2   

28.2.1 The linejudges perform their func-
tions by using flags (30 x 30 cm), as
shown in Diagram 9:

28.2.1
,  (30 

30 ),  9:
a) they signal the ball “in” and “out”

whenever the ball lands near their
line(s),

)  « -
»  « », 

);

b) they signal the touches of “out”
balls by the team receiving the ball,

)          
 « » ,

;
c) they signal when the ball crosses

the net outside the crossing space,
touching the antenna, etc. (Rule
14.1.1).

) , 

, 
. (  14.1.1).

It is primarily the linejudge closest
to the path of the ball who is re-
sponsible for the signal. , -

.
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d) the linejudges in charge of the end
lines signal the foot faults of the
server (Rule 16.5.1).

) , 
, 
 (  16.5.1).

On the first referee s request, a line-
judge must repeat his/her signal.

-
.

29    OFFICIALS' SIGNALS 29    

29.1   REFEREES' HAND SIGNALS
      (DIAGRAM 8) 29.1    (  8)

The referees must indicate by offi-
cial hand signals the purpose of the
interruption of the game, in the fol-
lowing manner.

-
:

29.1.1 The referee indicates the team hav-
ing the next service.

29.1.1 , 
.

29.1.2 When necessary, the referee then
indicates the nature of the fault
called or the purpose of the inter-
ruption authorized. The signal is
maintained for a moment, and if it
is indicated with one hand, the hand
used corresponds to the side of the
team, which has made a fault or a
request.

29.1.2 , ,
-

. -
,
,
-

, -
.

29.1.3 When necessary, the referee finally
indicates the player who committed
the fault or the team that made the
request.

29.1.3 , ,
, -

, ,
.

29.2   LINEJUDGES FLAG SIGNALS
      (DIAGRAM 9)

29.2   
       (  9)

The linejudges must indicate by an
official flag signal the nature of the
fault called, and maintain the signal
for a moment.

.
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APPENDIXES ПРИЛОЖЕНИЯ
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BALL CROSSING THE VERTICAL PLANE OF THE NET

ПЕРЕСЕЧЕНИЕ МЯЧОМ ВЕРТИКАЛЬНОЙ ПЛОСКОСТИ СЕТКИ

Crossing space
Площадь перехода

= Fault / Ошибка

= Correct crossing / Правильный переход

Diagram 3 / R. 2.3; 11.4; 14.1

Lower space / Нижняя площадь

Схема  3  /  П. 2.3; 11.4; 14.1

External spaceExternal space
Внешняя
площадь

Внешняя
площадь
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SCREEN
ЗАСЛОН

COMPLETED BLOCK
СОСТОЯВШИЙСЯ БЛОК

Diagram 4 / R. 16.6

- Screen / Заслон

- Correct / Правильно

Ball above the net
Мяч выше сетки

Ball lower than the top
of the net

Ball touches the net
Мяч касается сетки

Ball bounces off the net

Схема  4  /  П. 16.6

Схема 5 / П. 18.1

Diagram 5 / R. 18.1

Мяч ниже верхнего
края сетки

Мяч отскакивает
от сетки
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LOCATION OF THE REFEREEING CORPS AND THEIR ASSISTANTS

РАСПОЛОЖЕНИЕ СУДЕЙСКОЙ БРИГАДЫ И ИХ ПОМОЩНИКОВ

= First Referee / Первый судья

= Second Referee / Второй судья

= Scorer / Секретарь

= Line Judges / Судьи на линии (numbers 1-4 or 1-2 / номера 1-4 или 1-2)

= Ball Retrievers / Подавальщики мяча (numbers 1-6 / номера 1-6)

= Sand Levelers / Разравниватели песка
Diagram 6 / R. 3.3; 24; 25; 26; 27; 28

 Схема 6 / П. 3.3; 24; 25; 26; 27; 28
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MISCONDUCT SANCTION SCALE

Categories

1. Unsportsmanlike conduct

Times Sanction

Prevention no penaltyFirst Warning Yellow

Loss of rally2 and subs. Penalty Red

2. Rude conduct
Loss of rallyFirst Penalty Red

Team declared incomplete for the set. Loss of setSecond Expulsion Both together

3. Offensive conduct Team declared incomplete for the set. Loss of setFirst Expulsion Both together

4. Aggression Team declared incomplete for the match. Loss of matchFirst Disqualification Both separately

Diagram 7 / R. 23

ШКАЛА САНКЦИЙ ЗА НЕПРАВИЛЬНОЕ ПОВЕДЕНИЕ

Категории

1. Неспортивное поведение

2. Грубое поведение

3. Оскорбительное поведение

4. Агрессия

Случай        Санкция            Карточки                               Последствия

Cards to Show Consequence

Первый Предупреждение Желтая Предупреждение без наказания

Второй и
последующие Замечание Красная Проигрыш розыгрыша

Первый Замечание Красная Проигрыш розыгрыша

Второй Удаление Обе вместе Команда объявляется неполной в партии.
Проигрыш партии.

Первый Удаление Обе вместе Команда объявляется неполной в партии.
Проигрыш партии.

Первый Дисквалификация Обе раздельно Команда объявляется неполной в матче.
Проигрыш матча.

Схема 7 / П. 23



 Diagram 8.1 - 8.5

1

1 1

1 1

1 1

1 1

1 1

2

2 2
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2

3

4

5
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Hand signals be executed by

First referee

Second referee

Situations
to be indicated

Authorisation
to serve

R: 16.4

Team to serve

R: 7.3
R: 24.2.3.a

Change of courts

R: 22.1

Time-out

R: 19.3

Move the hand to
indicate the
direction of service

Extend the arm to
the side of team that
will serve

Raise the forearms
front and back and
twist them around
the body

Place the palm of
one hand over the
fingers of the other,
held vertically
(forming a T)

Point the wrist with
yellow (warning) or 
red (Penalty) Card.

Delay Warning

R: 20.2.2

R: 20.2.1

Delay Penalty

REFEREES’ OFFICIAL HAND SIGNALS

Первый судья

ОФИЦИАЛЬНЫЕ ЖЕСТЫ СУДЕЙ
Схемы 8.1 - 8.5

Второй судья

Жест выполняет

Движением
руки указать

направление подачи

Вытянуть руку
в сторону команды,

которая должна подавать

Поднять предплечья
впереди и сзади

и повернуть их
вокруг корпуса

Расположить
ладонь одной руки

над пльцами другой,
находящейся вертикально

(в форме Т)

Указать на запястье
желтой (предупреждение)
или красной (замечание)

карточкой

Разрешение
подачи

П: 16.4

П: 7.3
П: 24.2.3.а

П: 22.1

П: 19.3

П: 20.2.1

П: 20.2.2

Предупреждение
за задержку

Замечание
за задержку

Подающая
команда

Смена сторон
площадки

Тайм-аут

Ситуации
выполнения
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REFEREES’ OFFICIAL HAND SIGNALS

1

1

1

1

1

1 1

1

1

1

1

2

2 2

6

7

8

9

10

Hand signals be executed by

First referee

Second referee

Situations
to be indicated

Misconduct
Warning

R: 23.2.2

Expulsion

Disquaification

End of set (or match)

R: 7.1
R: 7.2

Ball not tossed or
released at the
service hit

R: 16.5.5

Show a yellow card
for warning and a
red card for penalty

Show both cards
together for expulsion

Show both cards
separately for
disqualification

Cross the forearms
in front of the chest,
hands open.

Lift the extended
arm, the palm of the
hand facing
upwards.

 Diagram 8.6 - 8.10

R: 23.2.4

R: 23.2.3

or Penalty

R: 23.2.1

Первый судья

Второй судья

Ситуации
выполнения

Жест выполняет

Предупреждение
за неправильное

поведение

Удаление

Дисквалификация

Конец партии
(или матча)

Мяч не
подброшен или

не выпущен при
выполнении

подачи

Скрестить предплечья
с открытыми кистями

перед грудью

Поднять вытянутую
руку с ладонью,

обращенной вверх

Показать обе
карточки раздельно

для дисквалификации

Показать обе
карточки вместе

для удаления

Показать желтую
карточку для

предупреждения
или красную карточку

для замечания
или Замечание

П: 23.2.3

П: 23.2.4

П: 16.5.5

П: 7.1
П: 7.2

ОФИЦИАЛЬНЫЕ ЖЕСТЫ СУДЕЙ
Схемы 8.6 - 8.10

П: 23.2.1

П: 23.2.2
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11

12

13

14

15

Hand signals be executed by

First referee

Second referee

Situations
to be indicated

Delay in Service

R: 16.5.3

Screening

R: 16.6

Ball touched

Ball “in”

R: 11.3

Ball “out”

R: 11.4

Raise five fingers,
spread open

Raise both arms
vertically, palms
forward.

Bruch with the palm of
one hand the fingers of
the other, held vertically.

Point the arm and
finger(s) towards
the court.

Raise the forearms
vertically, hands
open, palms towards
the body.

Diagram 8.11 - 8.15

1
2

1

1 2

1 2

1 2

1 2 1 2

1 2

1 2

1 2

1

Первый судья

Второй судья

Ситуации
выполнения

Поднять пять
разведенных

пальцев

Заслон

Поднять обе руки
вертикально,

ладонями вперед

Касание мяча

Провести ладонью одной
руки по пальцам другой,

расположенной вертикально

Мяч
“в площадке”

Указать рукой и
пальцем (пальцами)

на площадку

Мяч “за”

Поднять вертикально
предплечья с открытыми

кистями и ладонями,
обращенными к корпусу

Задержка
при подаче

Жест выполняет

П: 16.5.3

П: 16.6

П: 11.3

П: 11.4

ОФИЦИАЛЬНЫЕ ЖЕСТЫ СУДЕЙ
Схемы 8.11 - 8.15
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16

17

18

19

20

Hand signals be executed by

First referee

Second referee

Situations
to be indicated

Held ball

R: 13.5.3

Double contact

R: 13.5.4

Four hits

R: 13.5.1

Net touched by a
player

R: 15.4.3

Reaching beyond
the net

R: 15.4.1

Slowly lift the
forearm, palm of the
hand facing
upwards.

Raise two fingers,
spread open

Raise four fingers,
spread open.

Place a hand above
the net, palm facing
downwards.

Diagram 8.16 - 8.20

Touch the top of the
net or its side,
according to the fault.

1

1 2

1 2

1 2

11

1 2

1 2

1 2

1

1

2

Первый судья

Второй судья

Жест выполняет Ситуации
выполнения

Задержка мяча

Медленно поднять
предплечье с ладонью,

обращенной вверх

Двойное касание

Поднять два
разведенных пальца

Четыре удара

Поднять четыре
разведенных пальца

Касание сетки
игроком

Коснуться верха сетки
или ее стороны в

соответствии с ошибкой

Касание
по другую

сторону сетки

Расположить руку
над сеткой

ладонью вниз

П: 13.5.3

П: 13.5.4

П: 13.5.1

П: 15.4.3

П: 15.4.1

ОФИЦИАЛЬНЫЕ ЖЕСТЫ СУДЕЙ
Схемы 8.16 - 8.20
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21

22

23

Hand signals be executed by

First referee

Second referee

Situations
to be indicated

Attack hit fault

Interference by
penetration into the
opponent’s court or
ball crossing the
lower space under
the net

R: 15.2
R: 14.1.3

Double fault and
replay

R: 12.2.3

Make a downward
motion with the
forearm, hand open

Point to the court
centre.

Raise both thumbs
vertically.

Diagram 8.21 - 8.23

or on the opponent’s
service

R: 17.2.3
R: 17.2.5

R: 17.2.4

1 2

1 2

11

1 2

1 2

1

2

Первый судья

Второй судья

Жест выполняет Ситуации
выполнения

Ошибка при
атакующем ударе

Помеха при
переходе на

площадку соперника
или пересечение

мячом нижней
площади под сеткой

Обоюдная ошибка
и переигровка

Сделать предплечьем
с открытой кистью

движение вниз

Указать на
средину площадки

Поднять большие
пальцы вертикально

или атака по
подаче соперника

П:12.2.3

ОФИЦИАЛЬНЫЕ ЖЕСТЫ СУДЕЙ
Схемы 8.21 - 8.23

П: 17.2.3
П: 17.2.5

П: 17.2.4

П: 15.2
П: 14.1.3
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L

1

2

3

4

5

Flag signals to be executed by

Linejudge

Situations
to be indicated

LBall “in”

R: 11.3

Ball “out”

R: 11.4

Ball touched

R: 28.2.1.b

Ball passing outside
the crossing space
or server’s foot fault

Judgement
impossible

Point down with
flag.

Raise flag vertically.

Raise flag and touch
the top with the
palm of the free
hand.

Raise and cross both
arms and hands in
front of the chest.

L

L

L

L

R: 11.4
R: 16.5.1

Wave flag over the
head and point to
the antenna or to
the respective line.

Diagram 9.1 - 9.5

LINE JUDGES’ OFFICIAL FLAG SIGNALS

Сигнал флагом выполняет Ситуации
выполнения

Мяч
“в площадке”

Мяч “за”

Касание мяча

Переход мяча
за пределами

площади
перехода

или заступ
подающего

Невозможность
принятия
решения

Поднять и скрестить
перед грудью оба

предплечья

Махать флагом
над головой и
указывать на
антенну или

соответствующую
линию

Поднять флаг и
коснуться его вершины

ладонью свободной руки

Поднять флаг
вертикально

Указать флагом вниз
П: 11.3

П: 11.4

П: 11.4
П: 16.5.1

П: 28.2.1.б

Судья на линии

ОФИЦИАЛЬНЫЕ СИГНАЛЫ ФЛАГОМ
СУДЕЙ НА ЛИНИИ

Схемы 9.1 - 9.5
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